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Overview 
A recent federal rule change will allow DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) 
recipients to sign up for a health/dental insurance plan through Covered California starting 
November 1, 2024*. If they qualify, eligible DACA recipients can receive financial help. 
From November 1, 2024, to December 31, 2024, DACA recipients can sign up for a health 
insurance plan using a Special Enrollment Period (SEP). On the Special Enrollment Page of 
the application, select the "gained lawful presence" option from the dropdown list when helping 
a DACA recipient apply. 
DACA recipients can use this Special Enrollment Period to get health insurance for the rest of 
the 2024 plan year. If they sign up in November, their plan could start as soon as December 1, 
2024. 

*Covered California is monitoring the pending litigation seeking to block this new rule; we will 
promptly share updates on any developments and their potential impact on consumers, closely 
working with enrollment partners to ensure awareness. 
 

Documents to Prove Immigration Status for DACA Recipients 
• Notice of Action (I-797) (showing approval of “Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals” 

status). 
• Employment Authorization Document (Card) (I-766) (annotated “C33”) 
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Step 1 
The 2024 Special Enrollment Period overlaps with Covered California’s 2025 Open Enrollment 
Period. DACA recipients can also apply for health insurance for 2025 starting November 1, 
2024. 
First, begin the CalHEERS Application for a new consumer by clicking Apply Now or the 
Report a Change button if the consumer is a household member of an existing case.   
On November 1, 2024, the Welcome page will include the year toggle for 2024 and 2025.
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Step 2 
Complete the application steps up to the point where you get to the Household Menu. Answer 
the questions for each household member if they are a U.S. citizen or national, or choose 
Nobody. The page will populate a section to select the household members who have valid 
immigration documents.  

Step 3 
From the household menu, select all household members who have valid immigration 
documents. 
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Step 4 
Continue the application questions for each section of the Household Menu and click the Done 
button. 
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Step 5 
Choose the Start button to enter Individual Information for each household member. 

 

Step 6 
Continue through the application and complete the information. Select immigration status from 
the drop-down and choose “Granted Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals – (DACA).” 
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Step 7 
Enter the immigrant document type in the next drop-down and select the answer to any 
dynamic questions that appear. 
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Step 8 
Enter the complete immigration details requested, which are located on the consumer’s 
immigration document.  
Note: Accuracy of the information entered will help to ensure the consumer’s Electronic 
verification of their Lawful presence status. 
When complete, choose Next. 

 
Complete all required information on the application. Proceed to the signature page, agreeing 
to the terms and conditions and choosing the consent years. Complete by choosing Submit 
Application. 
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Step 9 
After submitting the application, the eligibility results for the household populates. The eligibility 
results provide the next steps, including choosing a health insurance plan and uploading 
documents if necessary. 
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Step 10 
Upload requested documents, if available, or inform your consumer of the requested 
documents and time deadlines as shown in the eligibility results (See Full Details link in image 
on page 8). Complete plan selection for eligible members.   
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Step 11 
Follow all additional steps outlined in CalHEERS.  
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Helpful Reminders: 

• From November 1, 2024, to December 31, 2024, DACA recipients can apply through 
Covered California during a Special Enrollment Period.   

• Eligibility may include financial help to lower the full cost of a health insurance plan or 
Medi-Cal. 

• Choose “Gained citizenship/lawful presence” as the qualifying life event when applying 
for 2024 coverage. 

• If you sign up an eligible DACA recipient in November, their health insurance plan could 
start as early as December 1, 2024. 

• DACA recipients can also apply during the 2025 Open Enrollment Period, and eligible 
DACA recipients can select a health insurance plan that can be effective as early as 
January 1, 2025. 

• Eligible DACA recipients can apply for a dental insurance plan. 
• DACA recipients will need to have either a Notice of Action (I-797) or Employment 

Authorization Document (Card) (I-766) (annotated “C33”) to prove immigration status. 
• Covered California is monitoring the pending litigation seeking to block this new rule; we 

will promptly share updates on any developments and their potential impact on 
consumers, closely working with enrollment partners to ensure awareness. 
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